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LEGAL DEPOSIT BILL 2011 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 29 November 2011.  

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [4.07 pm]: I am very glad to be able to speak about the Legal 

Deposit Bill 2011, which the opposition is very pleased to support. I would like to begin by thanking those 

people who provided me with a very comprehensive briefing and a very interesting conversation generally about 

books and publications, including: Margaret Allen, the chief executive officer and State Librarian; Julie Ham, 

manager, policy and research, at the State Library of Western Australia; Margaret Butcher from the Department 

of Culture and the Arts; and Stephen Barton from Minister Day’s office. One of the unexpected pleasures of 

being a member of Parliament is that when a bill such as this is introduced, not only do we find ourselves in a 

position to speak about something that is very important but we also have the opportunity to hear from the most 

qualified people in the state about the importance of a bill such as this.  

The purpose of this legislation, as members will know, is to facilitate the preservation of the state’s published 

documentary heritage for current and future generations. That purpose will be achieved by requiring that copies 

of certain documents published in the state are deposited with the State Librarian and authorising the State 

Librarian to require that certain documents published on the internet are deposited with the State Librarian. 

According to the explanatory memorandum, the legal deposit of published material dates back to 1537 in France 

and the seventeenth century in England. I understood from the briefing that I had that this bill had its genesis in a 

discussion paper on this topic released in 2007. The bill before us now is timely and very welcome legislation 

that will ensure that WA has its own legal deposit legislation, which it found itself being without, although 

fortunately publishers and the State Library continued to collect and ensure that we had that historical record. 

We found ourselves in that situation because of the repeal of two different pieces of legislation, one in 1994 and 

one in 2005, with the view taken shortly after to consider introducing another bill. We will join other states and 

territories with these formal legal requirements for the deposit of documents in this state. The benefit of waiting 

a little while for this bill is that this bill will, I understand, go further than most other legislation to include digital 

publications. That is where much of publishing is moving to, including on things such as YouTube, blogs and 

Facebook. The bill has been worded to capture, hopefully, all future forms of publishing, whatever they may be.  

I found it very interesting when I asked the people at the briefing what they decided was to be collected. 

Obviously, I assumed it would be significant documents and books, oral histories and all those sorts of things. I 

think the second reading speech referred to “significant” in terms of what would be considered for collection. I 

was very interested to hear how wide the bill will go and that it will cover junk mail. In the last couple of days I 

took out two items I had, although I could have gathered much more. One item was some junk mail and the other 

was a pamphlet on the Sculpture by the Sea, and I also had some theatre tickets. It is amazing that the scope can 

cover restaurant menus. I suppose they are documents that enable a historian to record who we are by providing 

a fuller picture of what makes up our social and political history, rather than relying on someone who wrote at 

that time, in perhaps their selective way, and painted a picture of the times.  

In the briefing, I asked about issues such as storage. I had a bit of insight into that when I was a member of the 

board of the Art Gallery of Western Australia. One of the responsibilities under the act was the preservation of 

the art collection. Storage of the collection was a major issue, as were the funds to ensure that what was stored 

actually remained in a good state. That involved not only good storage but also air conditioning. As I was told, 

that is always an issue, although perhaps the move to a lot more digital publishing and the capacity to scan and 

save documents means that will change. I have noticed that change in my own home because my children’s 

books are no longer everywhere; the children have moved to reading from Kindles. I do not know about other 

people, but in our household we could never seem to find the right CD case and if we could find the case, we 

could not find the CD. Now we have moved on from that era and that is one less issue to deal with. 

Hon Kate Doust: Only because the kids have moved out!  

Hon LINDA SAVAGE: Now that they have gone! They now use iTunes to store their music. It is amazing how 

quickly that change has occurred.  

I will not dissect the bill because I think it is fairly self-explanatory. I notice, though, that compliance will be 

encouraged more with the carrot than the stick. The State Library has an active approach to the collection of 

publications and keeps in touch with the wider community by word of mouth and promotes an understanding of 

what is valued. As I said, that has a far wider coverage than what might occur to us when we first thought about 

it. In keeping with that, perhaps some of the more longstanding members of this chamber may be considering 

secretly, quietly writing their memoirs or their diaries about the times we have experienced. I believe that they 
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would be most welcome, although I understand we do not have to hand them over unless the State Library gets 

word of them.  

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 775.] 

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 

 


